Recurring mixdown Issues 

* To much bass: Not using big enough speakers to hear lower octaves, using small speakers 

* Dominant resonances: Loud Dom. Single Frequencies in a narrow bandwidth that destabilizes a mix 

* Phase problems from to much wide panning, non timed instuments: use correlation meter 

* Too much reverb, working with speakers too close together, or too much low and high frequencies in reverb, creating a muddy washed out feeling on even the dry instruments sometimes

* one instrumental dull while another too harsh in a mix: very hard to fix since one can be emphasized as another gets fixed 

* Dips in Freq. Spectrum or over emphasized Freq. leads to unbalanced sound 

* Spikey hi-hats with multiple harsh dominant frequencies in sensitive area between 1kHz - 6 kHz

* Non-balanced levels in terms of volume between instruments

* Over-compressed Material, mix engineer makes loud at the expense of punch 

TIP: You should have visual meters running on your stereo output to familiarize yourself with how music looks on a correlation meter and frequency analyser and use volume matched reference songs to skip for a few seconds to to reset your ears while you work.

What makes a mix translate well? 

* Clarity: Ability to identify the individual components of a mix. Having instruments occupy their own space in amplitude, frequency and phase.

* Technical issues solved: Cleaning errors, pops, clicks, controlling sibilance 

* Time aligning components of the mix as best as possible, allign peaks and troughs of similar elements by moving parts foward or back couple ms. 




 


